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WALSH-HEALEY EXEMPTIONS 


Further Information on Policy To Be Followed 
by War and Navy Departments 


The Association has received a number of inquiries in- 
dicating that confusion exists concerning the scope of the 
recent order of the Secretary of Labor, exempting from the 
requirements of the Walsh-Healey Act all contracts for 
futures purchases of specified canned fruits and vegetables, 
awarded by any Government agency after June 9 and prior 
to December 31, 1941. The Secretary's order was set forth 
and discussed in the INrormMAtION Lerter for June 12, 1941, 
page 6583. 

One of the questions that has been raised is whether or 
not this is an exemption merely from the maximum hours and 
overtime provisions of the Walsh-Healey Act, or whether 
futures purchases by Government agencies will also be ex- 
empt from the remaining requirements of the Walsh-Healey 
Act, particularly those relating to the employment of child 
labor. This question is of interest, since the child labor pro- 
visions of the Walsh-Healey Act are somewhat more strict 
than those of the Federal Wage and Hour Law. (The Walsh- 
Healey Act prohibits the employment of females under 18 
years of age. Under the Federal Wage and Hour Law, on the 
other hand, females under 18 but not under 16 may be 
employed. ) 

As a practical matter the Secretary's order will not elimi- 
nate the necessity, in filling Government contracts, of comply- 
ing with the child labor provisions of the Walsh-Healey Act. 
By its terms the order of the Secretary is a complete exemp- 
tion from all provisions of the Act, including the child labor 
requirements. However, the War and Navy Departments 
will voluntarily include in their futures contracts all of the 
stipulations under the Walsh-Healey Act except those re- 
lating to maximum hours and overtime. Indeed, the ex- 
emption was granted by the Secretary of Labor at the request 
of the War Department on the understanding that this would 
be done. This means that canners who are awarded Army or 
Navy contracts will be required to comply with the child 
labor requirements of the Walsh-Healey Act even though the 


Preference Rating for Canning Machinery 


The Office of Production Management and Office of 
Price Administration and Civilian Supply working in 
cooperation have agreed to expedite and facilitate the 
delivery of essential metals and materials for the manu- 
facture of canning machinery for this season. A suit- 
able preference rating is now in process of formulation. 
This special consideration to be given the canning in- 
dustry will apply to deliveries made prior to August 15, 
1941, 


maximum hour and overtime requirements are not applicable. 
Canners bidding on any Government contracts should, how- 
ever, carefully study the stipulations which are included in 
the invitation to bid in order to determine the precise por- 
tions of the Walsh-Healey Act with which they must comply. 

The second question that has been asked is whether or not 
the exemption will apply to so-called “spot purchases” of 
canned foods by Government agencies, or whether it is limited 
solely to futures purchases. The Order of the Secretary of 
Labor expressly states that the exemption from the Act ap- 
plies only to Government contracts for “futures purchases”. 
This means that the exemption will apply only when the Gov- 
ernment contract is awarded to a canner prior to the time 


(Continued on page 6605) 


FEDERAL PURCHASING PROGRAMS 


S.M.A., F.S.C.C., the Navy and Marine Corps 
Request Canned Food Bids 


Government purchase programs for canned pork and 
beans, pilchards, applesauce, sweet potatoes, and spinach 
were announced this week by four Federal agencies—the 
Surplus Marketing Administration, Federal Surplus Com- 
modities Corporation, the Navy Department, and the U. S. 
Marine Corps. 

S.M.A. airmailed invitations to canners asking them to 
submit offers to process dry pinto beans under designated 
terms and conditions. Such offers were to be in the hands 
of the Administration June 28 and subject to acceptance 
on or before June 30. S.M.A. was to furnish beans that had 
met requirements of U. S. No. 2 grade or better at time of 
purchase, these purchases having been made during De- 
cember, January, February, and March. 


Canners were to furnish sauce, pork and other ingredients. 
Formulas were prescribed for a tomato sauce and a plain 
sauce. Fat pork used was to have been prepared in estab- 
lishments using the inspection service of the Bureau of 
Animal Industry, and each can was to contain not less 
than one ounce of fat pork. 


Delivered pork and beans were to be packed in No. 24% 
cans, 24 cans to a case (new corrugated or fiber). A surety 
bond was required. S.M.A. was to furnish labels and to 
prescribe a legend to be marked on the shipping cases. 

F.S.C.C. asked for three offers during the week—one speci- 
fying canned pilchards futures, to be submitted by July 1; 
the other inviting offers on other canned fish, including 
pilchards, to be received by the purchasing agent of F.S.C.C., 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month; and a third asking 
for offers on canned salmon, to be in the hands of the pur- 
chasing agent on or before 11 a.m. eastern standard time, 
Monday of each week, commencing with June 30. The 
salmon offers, it was specified, shall be for any quantity of 
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canned salmon, packed in No. 1 tall or flat cans (minimum 
net contents 16 ounces), meeting specifications set forth in 
Offer of Sale Form 1524(D). 

The special pilchard invitation stated that acceptance 
would be made not later than July 3. Acceptance of the 
canned fish offers will be made not later than the Friday 
next succeeding the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Notice of acceptance of the salmon offers will be given on or 
before Thursday of each week. 

Canners are to bear the cost of inspection ($10 per car- 
load lot, plus necessary expenses) and furnish F.S.C.C. 
with samples drawn for inspection, without cost. Offers for 
canned pilchards were to be for any quantity, packed in 
No. 1 cans, oval or tall, 15 ounces minimum net contents, 
They were to be packed with tomato sauce or natural style, 
with each can having added at time of packing not less than 
14% ounces of tomato sauce, specific gravity of not less than 
1.06, made from tomato pulp, salt and spices, with or without 
added sugar and complying with Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act requirements. It was specified that at the time of cut-out, 
the tomato sauce be of good consistency and not excessively 
oily. 

Canned fish to be delivered shall be packaged in new solid 
fiber cases, wirebound wooden boxes, solid wooden boxes, or 
corrugated fiber cases suitable for export shipment, and 
F.S.C.C. specifications for these styles of canned foods cases 
were attached to the invitations sent out to the trade, 


The Navy Department has issued invitations for bids, to 
be opened on July 8, for the following quantities of canned 
foods: 

Schedule 7637—Apples, 60,000 pounds; applesauce, 330- 
000 pounds; apricots, 380,000 pounds; asparagus, 500,000 
pounds; string beans, 630,000 pounds; beets, 420,000 pounds; 
catsup, 760,000 pounds; corn, 640,000 pounds; figs, 370,000 
pounds; assorted jams, 850,000 pounds; mincemeat, 120,000 
pounds; peaches, 610,000 pounds; pears, 320,000 pounds; 
peas, 960,000 pounds; sour pickles, 270,000 pounds; pine- 
apple, 440,000 pounds; prunes, 420,000 pounds; pumpkin, 
330,000 pounds; raisins, 170,000 pounds; sauerkraut, 600,000 
pounds; spinach, 400,000 pounds; tomatoes, 1,640,000 pounds. 

Schedule 7618—corned beef, 380,000 pounds. Schedule 
7621—-salmon, 520,000 pounds. Schedule 7596—vienna 
sausage, 310,000 pounds. Bids have also been asked, 
(schedule 7350) to be opened on July 22, on 3,823,000 
pounds of pineapple. 

Canners who wish to receive copies of these schedules, and 
who would like to be placed on the standing list to receive 
bid invitations from the Navy should write to the Bureau of 
Supplies and Accounts, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., 
enclosing a catalogue, folder, or descriptive list of the mer- 
chandise they pack. 

The invitations to bid which were released during the 
week by the Marine Corps included 20,000 pounds of canned 
applesauce, six No. 10 cans to the case; 500 cases of canned 
pork and beans in tomato sauce, 24 twenty-ounce cans per 
case: and 10,000 pounds of canned Fancy sweet potatoes, 
six No. 10 cans to the case, for delivery to the depot quarter- 
master at Philadelphia, Pa., as well as 15,000 pounds of 
canned Fancy spinach, six No. 10 cans per case, to be 
delivered to the commissary officer of the marine barracks 
at Quantico, Va. Bids on each of these items were to be 
opeved July 3. 


Government Purchases Spot Tomatoes 


The Department of Agriculture this past week announced 
the purchase of 323,400 cases of spot tomatoes. No break- 
down of this purchase by grade, can size, or locality is avail- 
able. The Department also announced the inauguration of 
a canned fish purchase program, noted elsewhere in the 
Letrer, and the purchase of 153,000 cases of sardine futures. 
Other new purchase programs included the procurement of 
3,209,920 pounds of dried prunes and 28,260 bushels of beets. 


The first of the following two tables contains a break-down 
of the most recent dry bean purchases by variety, along with 
a cumulative total. The quantities recorded are in units of 
100-pound bags. The second table contains a selected list 
of commodities purchased since June 21: 


DRY BEAN PURCHASKS 
Purchases 
Variety June 21-June 27) March 15-June 27 


TOTAL PURCHASES SELECTED COMMODITIES 


Purchases 
Commodities June 21-June 27) March 15-June 27 


‘Tomatoes, canned (cases) 


Fish, canned (cases) 
Sardines, futures 

Oranges (boxes) . 

Orange juice, concentrated (gallons) 

Cabbage (bushels) 

Beets (bushels) 

Evaporated milk (cases) . 

Prunes, dried (pounds) 


Apple pomace, dried (pound). 
Pork, canned (pounds) . 
Pectinase (pounds) 

Pectin, citrus (pounds) 


Navy, Marine and Coast Guard Estimates 


The following estimates of purchases of various canned 
fruits and vegetables for the Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast 
Guard are based on the Navy's estimate of its requirements 
for these items for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1942, to 
which have been added one-third of the Navy's estimated 
requirements to cover the needs of the Marine Corps and the 
Coast Guard. The figures listed below are in terms of cases 
of 6 No. 10 cans except for pineapple and sauerkraut, which 
are 24 No. 24's, and corn, 24 No. 2's. 


Fruit—Apples, 99,279; applesauce, 76,826; apricots, 
94,959; peaches, 171, 720; pears, 107,990; pineapple, 91,956; 
prunes, 74,782; figs, 77,271. 

Vegetables—Asparagus, 119,439; beans, string, 229,211; 
beets, 96,958; corn, 277,088; peas, 271,628; pumpkin, 46,037; 
sauerkraut, 100,412; spinach, 142,657; tomatoes, 468,375. 


Bags Hags 

1,400 468 700 

spots. . 323 1. 361,081 

10,000 

153,000 153 

44,382 451,836 

44,578 2 

M4723 191,115 

28,260 28,200 

144,000 2.766, 300 

. 6,209,920 5,209 

224,000 224,000 

. 4,021,000 40,727,118 
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WALSH-HEALEY EXEMPTIONS 
(Continued from page 6603) 


that the canned foods to be delivered to the Government 
are completely processed. If the Government contract is 
awarded after the canning season is over, for the delivery of 
canned foods that already have been packed, the contract is 
not exempt from the Walsh-Healey Act, and all of the pro- 
visions of the Act, including the maximum hour and over- 
time requirements, will apply to the labor involved in label- 
ing, casing, and shipping the canned foods delivered to the 
Government. 


It is not anticipated that this distinction between “spots” 
and “futures” contracts will cause any confusion to canners 
bidding on Government contracts. For the invitations to bid 
will contain complete instructions to bidders, indicating that 
all of the Walsh-Healey stipulations will apply to “spot” pur- 
chases, but that only the child labor and sanitary working 
conditions—not the overtime—stipulations will apply to 
“futures” purchases, 

Moreover, the canner will be asked to indieate in his bid 
whether he is offering “spots” or “futures”. Thus, even where 
an invitation to bid is issued in the middle of the canning 
season, so that it may be a “spot” contract for one canner and 
a “futures” contract for another, the individual canner should 
experience no difficulty. For a canner can readily tell whether 
it is a “spot” or “futures” contract, as applied to his own 
operations, by determining whether he will furnish canned 
foods that already will have been packed when the contract 
is awarded, or canned foods all or any part of which will 
he packed after the award is made. 

In determining whether or not he is offering “spots” or 
“futures”, the canner will be entitled to consider the con- 
tract as a “futures” one if any part of the canned foods 
which he will deliver to the Government have not been 
canned when the Government contract is awarded. This 
is by virtue of a definition of a “futures” contract which will 
he used, it is understood, by the Division of Public Contracts 
of the Department of Labor for the purposes of this exemp- 
tion from the Walsh-Healey Act. This definition, which 
reads as follows, will be included in the invitations to bid 
issued by the War and Navy Departments: 


“Any contract... made during or before the can- 
ning season of the canner of the particular item or 
items covered by the contract, when deliveries under 
the contract are to be made from goods, all or part of 
which have not been completely processed when the 
contract is awarded.” 


Thus, if a canner determines that ali of the canned foods 
which he will deliver to the Government will have been 
canned prior to the award of the Government contract, he 
will so indicate in his bid, and his contract will include 
the Walsh-Healey overtime stipulations which will apply 
to the labor involved in labeling, casing, and shipping the 
products to the Government. On the other hand, if the 
canner determines that part of the canned foods which he 
will deliver to the Government will not be canned until after 
the contract is awarded, he may indicate in his bid that 
he is offering “futures,” and the Walsh-Healey overtime 
stipulations will not apply either to the canning of the 
products to be delivered, or to the subsequent labeling, 
casing, and shipping. If the canner has any doubt whether 
the contract will be awarded prior to the completion of his 


canning season, he may stipulate in his bid that he must 
be awarded a contract on or before a certain date. In this 
way the canner may be certain that some of the canned 
foods delivered to the Government will be canned after the 
award of the contract. 


This discussion concerning the exemption from the Walsh- 
Healey Act of Army and Navy purchases should not be con- 
fused with the Lend-Lease purchases made by the Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation. These Lend-Lease pur- 
chases are, by a specific provision in the statute, exempt from 
all of the requirements of the Walsh-Healey Act, whether 
they be “spot” or “futures” purchases, 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Price Investigation Resolution Reported—House 
Labor Acts On Post-Emergency Plans 


The Casey resolution (H. Res, 212) creating a special 
House Committee of five members to investigate the prices 
paid for the necessities of life was reported to the House this 
week by the Rules Committee. The resolution, which had 
been approved by the Rules Committee some time ago, states 
that it shall be the duty of the special committee “to make 
a full and complete study and investigation with respect to 
problems facing the purchasers of goods in the markets of 
this country.” The investigating committee would have 
power to require the attendance of witnesses, to subpoena 
books, papers, and documents, and to employ experts. The 
committee also would have the duty of making recommenda- 
tions to Congress with respect to legislation on the subject of 
its investigation. 


A subcommittee of the House Labor Committee held hear- 
ings this week on two joint resolutions introduced by Repre- 
sentative Voorhis of California. One (H. R. Res. 76) pro- 
poses the establishment of a post-emergency commission 
“to study the economic problems likely to confront the 
Nation upon the termination of the present defense emer- 
gency and to formulate a comprehensive program for the 
full utilization of America’s resources of men and machines 
in maintaining and improving the economic well-being of all 
the people”. The other resolution (H. J. Res. 59) would 
create a National Commission on Unemployment and Present 
and Post War Economic Adjustment to develop a program 
for the permanent elimination of mass unemployment and 
to make recommendations for the orderly adjustment of the 
economic life and financial structure of the Nation to a 
full-production peacetime economy upon completion of the 
defense program. 


The Labor Committee also plans to hold hearings in the 
near future on H. R. 4675, a bill introduced by Representa- 
tive Tolan of California, to regulate private employment 
agencies engaged in interstate commerce. The bill was in- 
troduced as a result of information developed by a special 
House Committee, under the chairmanship of Mr. Tolan, 
that investigated the migration of destitute citizens and the 
movement of indigent persons across State lines. 


A judgment or conviction for the violation of any anti- 
trust law of the United States would prohibit any officer, 
employee, or advisor of the Federal government from per- 
forming governmental duties in the field in which the anti- 
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trust case arose, under the terms of a bill introduced in the 
Senate recently by Senator Adams of Colorado. The bill 
was submitted for Senator Gillette of lowa and referred to 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 


RETAIL FOOD PRICE TRENDS 


Canned Foods Lower in Retail Markets Than All 
Foods as a Group 


Retail prices of canned foods are now lower than prices 
of fresh fruits and vegetables and also lower than the average 
price of all foods taken as a group, according to reports 
of the Retail Price Division of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The prices of all foods have advanced since the beginning 
of the war in August, 1939. The advance in canned food 
prices, however, has been only 24% per cent, whereas the 
average price advance of all foods taken as a group has 
been nearly 9 per cent during this period. 


The level of prices at the beginning of the current war 
(August, 1939) is not satisfactory as a base from which to 
consider price changes. The Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
in its report of retail prices of foods and in its calculations 
of indexes of these prices, recently has established a base 
period consisting of the five years 1935 to 1939 inclusive. 
Thus, all retail prices are now compared with the average 
price of that base period. 


Retail prices of “all foods” during May, 1941, averaged 
more than 2 per cent higher than during the base period 
1935 to 1939, The retail prices of canned foods, however, 
averaged about 6 per cent lower in May, 1941, than during 
the base period. Canned food prices have been at relatively 
low levels for a number of years, consequently the five-year 
period 1935 to 1939, chosen by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
as a base with which other prices are to be compared, was 
a period of extremely low prices for canned foods. In fact, 
during this period there were at least two years when canned 
foods were generally sold below the cost of production. 
If the retail price of canned foods should advance to the 
level of prices during the base period they would still be 
much lower than the average of the five years 1924-29, a 
period used by a number of government agencies as a base 
for price comparison. 


The difference in the effect of these two base periods 
(1924-29 and 1935-39) is illustrated by a comparison of the 
prices of the three principal canned vegetables. The average 
retail price of canned peas for May, 1941, was 20 per cent 
below the average price of peas for 1924-29. Corn prices 
in May this year were 31 per cent lower and tomato prices 
were 30 per cent lower than during the five-year period 
1924-29, 


A comparison of recent prices with the 1935-39 period, 
however, shows corn and tomatoes only 44% per cent lower 
in May this year. This small difference is because the prices 
of these two products were extremely low from 1935 to 1939. 
Canned pea prices in May of this year, although relatively 
higher than prices of corn and tomatoes, were 12 per cent 
under the average price of peas during the five years 1935-39. 


Food Measures in State Legislatures 


An amendment to the Pennsylvania beverage license law 
to exempt canned fruit and vegetable juices from the annual 
fee required of manufacturers who sell within the State has 
been approved by the legislature and sent to the Governor 
for his signature. The amendment, which was sponsored by 
the Pennsylvania Canners Association, is a definite step 
toward the elimination of interstate trade barriers. 

Amendments to the Oregon food law designed to bring 
it more nearly into conformance with the Federal act were 
signed by the Governor on June 14. The amendments were 
contained in House bill 79. 

A new and revised bill to amend the Massachusetts food 
and drug laws has been introduced in the state legislature 
and favorably reported by the House Committee on Public 
Health. The new bill (H. B. 2605) follows the language 
of the Federal act in its provisions against the adulteration 
or misbranding of foods; but does not contain the language 
of the Federal act that provides that due allowance shall 
be made for the differing characteristics of the several 
varieties of canned fruits and vegetables. 


Evaporated and Condensed Milk Statistics 


Output of evaporated milk (case goods) for May, 1941, 
estimated at 353,761,000 pounds, was the highest of any 
month on record, the Agricultural Marketing Service reports. 
This production represents an increase of 28 per cent above 
the same month last year and 40 per cent over the May, 
1935-1939 average. The seasonal increase in production from 
April to May was greater than usual this year due to con- 
tinued diversion of milk from the other dairy products to 
evaporating plants. During the first five months of the year, 
output exceeded that of the corresponding period last year 
by 11 per cent. 

Although manufacturers’ stocks of evaporated milk (case 
goods) showed a seasonal increase from May 1 to June 1. 
the stocks on the latter date of 173,838,000 pounds are still 
the lowest for June 1 since 1936. Stocks on June 1 were 
40 per cent less than on the same date last year and 16 
per cent lower than the average of those for June 1 during 
1935-39. 

Production of 10,258,000 pounds of condensed milk (case 
goods) for May shows an increase of 825,000 pounds from 
April and 5,442,000 pounds from May last year. Manu- 
facturers’ stocks of condensed milk (case goods) on June 
1 were 10,327,000 pounds, compared with 7,228,000 pounds 
on May 1 and 6,815,000 pounds on June 1, 1940, 


Green Peas for Processing 


A total of 315,960 tons of green peas is in prospect for 
canning, freezing or other processing in 1941, according to 


the U. S, Department of Agriculture. This indicated pro- 
duction, based on reports received from processors giving the 
June 15 condition of the crop and probable yield per acre, 
compares with a 1940 estimated production of 307,120 tons 
and the 10-year (1930-1939) average production of 203,560 
tons, 

The 1941 indicated yield of 1,652 pounds per acre com- 
pares with 1,854 pounds obtained in 1940 and the 10-year 
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(1930-1939) average of 1,500 pounds per acre. On June 15, 
better than average yields were in prospect in New York, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Colorado, 
Utah, Washington, and Oregon. 


The following table shows the indicated production in tons 
of shelled peas, in 1941 as compared with the production in 
1940 and the 10-year average 1930-1939; 


Maryland 
Virginia 


£85 


= &= 
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«Other States” include: Arkansas, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, and Wyoming, 


REVISED SETUP FOR O.P.M. 


Establishment of Industry Advisory Committees 
and Commodity Sections Announced 


Establishment of industry advisory committees and com- 
modity sections to expedite the defense program was an- 
nounced on June 24 by William S. Knudsen, Director Gen- 
eral, and Sidney Hillman, Associate Director General, of 
the Office of Production Management. The announcement 
stated: 


Under this plan each major industry will deal with a 
single division of the Office of Production Management 
through a commodity section instead of having to go in turn 
to the Production, Priorities, and Purchases Division. 
industry advisory committees will enable the Office of Pro- 
duction Management to discuss problems of a particular 
industry with a group selected by that industry to represent it. 

Two major objectives are involved: 

(1) A close and unified working relationship between 
members of the several divisions concerned with the same 
commodity or material; 

(2) Effic:ent liaison between defense agencies and industry. 

Operating responsibilities of O.P.M. will be divided ver- 
tically—that is, primary responsibility for all O.P.M. decisions 
relating to particular commodities will be centralized within 
the commodity sections under one of the existing division 
directors. 

The industry advisory committees, representing a cross- 
section of the industries involved, will act in an advisory 
capacity, in accordance with the policy set forth in a letter 


of April 29 from Attorney General Robert H. Jackson to 
John Lord O'Brian, O.P.M. General Counsel. 


A central clearing house for the defense industry advisory 
committees has been created under Sidney J. Weinberg. 

The new commodity sections—one for zinc, one for steel 
and so on—will be completely centralized units in which 
all O.P.M. problems relating to the commodities concerned 
can be handled. For instance, all questions about zinc, 
whether on priority, production or purchasing problems, 
will be considered a handled in the zine section, under 
the supervision of a commodity section chief. 

All defense agencies, as well as the commodity sections, 
may make use of the defense industry advisory committees 
to obtain information and advice bearing upon their respec- 
tive problems and may have representation at the meetings 
of the commodity sections and their advisory committees. 


The new plan leaves the three division directors in their 
original staff positions, but in addition each will be in charge 
of a group of commodity sections, in which their special 
problems are of paramount importance. 

Organization and functions of the Labor Division of O.P.M. 
will continue as at present, and the Division will participate 
fully under the new system in the formulation of policies 
through consultants chosen from its staff, 


John D. Biggers is to be the head of the commodity sections 
dealing with steel, aluminum, magnesium, paper, pulp, and 
chemicals. Supervision of the Aircraft, Ordnance and Tools 
Branch, and the Ship Construction and Supply Branch will 
remain under him in the Production Division. 


Donald M. Nelson will assume primary responsibility 
for sections where purchasing problems are of paramount 
importance, such as textiles, food, drugs, and clothing. 


Edward R. Stettinius, Jr., will have charge of commodity 
sections in which the problems of importation or allocation 
are most important, such as rubber, copper, and zine. 


Thus each has two main responsibilities: First as director 
of regular staff functions of his particular division; second, 
as head of specified commodity sections, 


Mr. Stettinius will continue to exercise the statutory powers 
over priority matters; and all proposed priority actions, 
wherever they originate in the O.P.M., will be subject to 
review, approval and issuance by him. 


To illustrate how the new organization will work: Steel 
will be handled in a commodity section under Mr. Biggers. 
When any important question on steel, falling within the 
jurisdiction of the O.P.M., arises, the chief of the steel com- 
modity section will have the opportunity to consider sug- 
gestions and receive advice from the defense industry advisory 
committee on steel before final decision is reached. 


Similarly, O.P.M. decisions relating to copper will be 
made by the chief of the commodity section dealing with 
copper, subject to the approval of Mr. Stettinius, since the 
copper section will be under his supervision. 


All decisions concerning textiles, or drugs, or food, will 
be made by the chief of the section concerned, subject to 
the approval of Mr. Nelson in his capacity as head of the 
textile commodity sections. 


In other words, all problems over which O.P.M. has super- 
vision, in any one commodity, will be initiated centrally 
within the operating unit, or commodity section, for that 
material, and decisions will be made by the section chief at 
that point, subject to approval of the director directly in 
charge of that section. 

Responsibility for overall coordination in the several fields 


of production, priorities and purchases will, of course, remain 
with the division directors, 
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Committee to Push Can Size Legislation 


Dr. Lyman J. Briggs, Director of the National Bureau of 
Standards and President of the National Conference on 
Weights and Measures, has appointed a special committee 
of three members to seek the introduction and the passage 
by Congress of proposed Federal legislation to prohibit the 
movement in interstate commerce of packaged food other than 
in standard units of weight and measure. The proposal ap- 
proved by the Conference was discussed in the INFORMATION 
Lerren for June 7. 

Alex Pisciotta, Director of the New York City Bureau 
of Weights and Measures and active proponent of the pro- 
posed legislation, is chairman of the special committee. His 
associates are J, H. Meek of Richmond, Director of the 
Division of Markets, Virginia State Government, and George 
M. Roberts, Superintendent of Weights, Measures, and Mar- 
kets, District of Columbia Government. 


PEA CROP CONDITION REPORT 


Information for Week Ending June 26 Compiled 
by Division of Statistics 


The acreage of peas planted for canning in each of the 
crop reporting districts is shown in the table that follows. 
These acreage figures are preliminary and subject to revi- 
sion, because reports from a few firms have not been re- 
ceived, 

Figures are not shown for the entire United States as 
some of the smaller producing States are not included in the 
crop reporting districts. The yields shown in the table are 
those estimated by the field men and production men re- 
porting on crop conditions. These estimates may change 
from week to week as conditions change. For those dis- 
tricts where the pack has been completed the range of re- 
ported yields is shown. As soon as reports have been re- 
ceived from all packers in these districts, an average for 
the acreage of the district will be reported. 

Planted acreage Estimated yields 1941 
Early Late Early Late 
Sweets Alaskas Sweets Sweets 
Acres 


Reporting districts 


Acres 


New York I...... 427 
481 
New York III. . 2.18 
New York IV ; 450 
Middle Atlantic I . 4,054 
Middle Atlantic II 

Middle Atlantic II 


= 

x 
xz 


Wisconsin II 
Wisconsin HT... ..... 
Wisconsin IV 

Wisconsin V... 
Minnesota 

lowa and Nebraska... 
Colorado. . 

Utah 
Wyoming and Montana . 
Washington Oregon I 
Washington Oregon Il. ...... 


Maine.—Growth of peas has been very good but about 60 


per cent of the acreage is in need of rain, Peas in full bloom 


about June 20; expect to start packing about July 6. Aphid 
still numerous in clover but not many on peas. 


New Yorx I.—Temperatures from 80 to 95 together with 
dry weather during the week has caused considerable damage. 
Vines are short. Set of pods poor on Early Sweets. Late 
planted Sweets are es very poorly and some fields 
may not be worth cutting if good rains are not received soon. 


New York II.—-Extremely hot weather damaged early peas. 
One rain during the week has improved late varieties. Set of 
pods only two to three on Early Sweets and Alaskas with fill 
about average. 


New York IIL—Three days of 90-degree temperature 
during the week damaged late Sweets, many of which were in 
full om. Aphis are increasing and are beginning to show 
damage in some fields. Showers in western part of district 
have improved conditions for late Sweets, but Alaskas now 
being packed are producing disappointing yields. 


Onto.—Alaska pack is finished with extremely low yields. 
Pack of late Sweets about half completed, with yields averag- 
ing less then 400 pounds per acre. 

ILtinots.—Damage from aphis is quite noticeable, but 
there is evidence now of them being wiped out by natural 
enemies, Temperature has been above normal, extreme heat 
crowding Alaska crop. No rain for nine days. Rain is needed 
to fully develop latest plantings of late variety peas. 

Micuican.—Showers early part of week on peas in central 
part of State, with hot, dry winds prevailing. Will complete 
harvest Alaskas central part of State end of week. Start 
harvest Alaskas eastern part of State June 25. Sweets look 
good at present. Slight aphis infestation. 


Wisconsin I.—Temperature high during the week, plenty 
of moisture, aphids very slight. Late Sweets blossoming and 
podding and look 

Wisconsin II.—Temperatures very hot during the week; 
plenty of moisture. Sweet fields weedy but look very good. 
Aphids not serious in central part of district. About one-third 
of the Alaska acreage has been canned; yields and quality 
good, Pack up to June 24 for one plant averaged 91 per cent, 
small sieve size. 


Wisconsin II].—Dry weather with high temperatures most 
serious factor. Hot winds drying Alaskas and pods not filling. 
Sweet prospects also very disappointing. Considerable Alaska 
acreage has been abandoned. Some Sweet acreage will not be 
harvested unless rains are received. Aphids still gy am 
crops in some sections. Dusting, however, has given g 
results with little or no comeback of aphis. 


Wisconsin 1V.—Temperatures have been very high during 
the week, crops advancing too rapidly. Alaskas suffering 
from heat. Alaska pack just getting under way with low 
yields in the east, but normal yields in the central part of 
the district. Some increase in aphis but not serious. 


Wisconsin V.—-Peas not suffering for moisture, but rain 
will be needed soon, especially those filling. Alaskas filling 
very nicely and yields promise to be about normal. 


Minnesota.—Temperatures considerably over normal for 
the past week with a few light, scattered showers. Yellowing 
areas appear to be gradually decreasing. Plant diseases also 
reduced. Aphid found only occasionally but increasing 
slightly in some areas. No dusting as yet. Alaskas entirely 
out of danger as far as aphids are concerned. First plantings 
of late Sweets also out of danger. Alaska crop prospects dis- 
counted 20 per cent. 

Uran.—Temperature-high 95 degrees, low 46 degrees. 
Weather conditions and water supply still very good for peas. 
Started first harvesting of lates on June 26 in northern part 
of State. Most peas have been watered twice and some will 
be given a third before harvest. If hot weather does not strike 
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for too long a time an excellent crop can be expected all 
over the State; yields estimated at 3,000 pounds per acre. 


Wyominc.-Temperature and rainfall has been normal 
during the week. Growth of vines ies | good. Pods average 
six to the vine with fill five to eight. Excellent prospects. 


Wasuincton-Orecon I.—Packing well under way. Yield 
reported about normal, with quality excellent. 


Pucet Sounp.-—Excessive rainfall past two weeks, Con- 
siderable dusting for aphids when weather permits. Rain has 
held back aphids to some extent but expect heavy infestation 
if weather warms up and stays clear. Expect to start packing 
Early Sweets June 28, yields estimated at 2,500 pounds per 
acre. 


The following table shows temgeretare and rainfall data 
for the weeks ending June 24, 1 and 1941: 


Temperature departure 
Reporting District f | 


Maine 
New York I 


New York IIT 

New York IV 
Middle-Atlantic I 
Middle-Atlantic IT 
Middle-Atlantic III 


Michigan 

Wisconsin I 

Wisconsin IT 

Wisconsin IT 

Wisconsin V 

Minnesota 
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3 
2 
5 
6 
8 
3 
6 
1 
0 
5 
8 
7 
6 
2 
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Washington-Oregon I 
Washington-Oregon II 

Puget Sound 


-- 
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Statistics on April Sugar Receipts 


In the table below are shown imports into the United 
States during April of raw and refined sugar, both dutiable 
and free, according to Department of Commerce figures: 

Raw Refined 


Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 


Origin 


Netherlands Indies... ... 
Philippine Islands... 


229,610,760 


Total receipts... 663,083,236 603,512,908 125,072,818 60,872,651 


The following table, also based on Department of Com- 
merce figures, shows imports of sugar by port of entry. 
These figures include imports for direct consumption and 


withdrawals from bonded warehouses within the United 


174,630,960 132,638 ,330 
75,853,980 44,938,977 
39,318,212 17,472,050 


43 037 , 868 
23, 100 ,000 


5,074,419 


Green and Wax Beans Plantings 


Plantings of green and wax beans for processing in 1941 
will total 73,590 acres, according to estimates of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, this being 11 per cent more than 
the 66,290 acres estimated for 1940 and nearly 29 per cent 
larger than the 1930-1939 average. 

Of the 73,590 acres for 1941, 1,950 are contracted or 
planted for freezing and 71,640 for canning or other process- 
ing. Of the total 1940 plantings it is estimated 83.5 per cent 
consist of green varieties and 16.5 per cent of wax beans. 

The following table shows the planted acreage in 1940 and 
the preliminary estimate of plantings in 1941 by states: 


> 
285 


73,500 


«Other States” include: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Ulinois, Lowa, 
Kentucky, Massachusetts, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Vermont, Virginia and Wyoming. 


California Fruit Carryover, June 1 


The Canners League of California has released the follow- 
ing totals of canned fruit stocks on hand and stocks unsold 
as of June 1, 1941. The cling peach, fruits for salad, and 
fruit cocktail figures were compiled by the Canning Peach 
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Advisory Board. Reports covering apricots, cherries, pears, 
and free peaches were received by the League from canners 
who packed those items in 1940; 


Total stocks 
Actual cases 


Unsold stocks 
Actual cases 
Apricots: 
Halves..... 
Whole 
Peeled 
Unpeeled. . 


25,817 
23,851 


Apricota, total... 
Cherries, total. . 
Fruit cocktail: 
Faney and Choice 
Special pack.... 


107 024 


3 324 
171,084 


Fruit cocktail, total. . 
Fruita for salad, total 
Veachen: 

Cling 
Pree 


700 448 
175.001 


416,645 


Peaches, total 


Vears, total. . 


Raw Products Bureau Issues New Publication 


A new publication entitled “Vegetables for Canning” has 
just been distributed by the Association's Raw Products Bu- 
reau to member-canners packing asparagus, beans, beets, 
carrots, lima beans, mushrooms, peppers. pumpkins, spinach, 
or sweet potatoes, 


The publication brings together recent research findings 
relating to these crops, as presented in the annual reports of 
State and Federal research agencies, and is the third of its 
kind in a series prepared by the Bureau. Additional copies 
are available to members upon request, 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Supplies of snap and lima beans, tomatoes, and green 
peas on the fresh market for the week ending June 21, 1941, 
were smaller than for the corresponding week in 1940, ac- 
cording to the Agricultural Marketing Service, as evidenced 
by carlot shipments. 


Citrus fruits, on the other hand, were slightly larger for 
the week ending June 21 this year than for the correspond- 
ing term in 1940, 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the A.MLS., 
gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain 
dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 

Season total - 


June 21, June 21, 
140 1041 


Week ending 
June June 2i, June 4, 
VEGRTANLES 140 

Heans, snap and lima.... 18 
Tomatoes a 2.160 ‘ 1,470 
Green pens... J 202 137 
Spinach ‘ 0 1 
Others... .. soy 801 


FRUITS 
Citrus, domestic. ........ 
Imports. ... 
Others, domestic....... B40 


3.017 


3,445 
2 


Planning Board Lauds Association Research 


“No better example of the value to be obtained from a 
trade association's operation of its own technical research 
laboratory can be cited”, states the latest report of the 
National Resources Planning Board, with reference to the 
National Canners Association, in its section on technical 
research by trade associations. 


The report, submitted to the President, is on “Research— 
a National Resource”, and this particular volume covers 
“Industrial Research”. The reference to the Association 
comes under the heading “Research Promotes Consumption 
of Canned Foods”. History of the establishment of the 
Laboratory is recited and its subsequent accomplishments 
are related, 


“The industry quickly availed itself of the association 
laboratory's findings and put its recommendations into effect 
in processing. Spoilage of canned foods virtually has become 
a thing of the past”, the report continues, and points to the 
fact that “the public has benefited through having made 
available a very wide variety of wholesome foods at lower 
costs”, 


Tomato Production Questions Answered 


Through the medium of 102 questions and answers, the 
New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station presents in a 
new publication entitled “The Answers to Your Tomato 
Problem, Circular 414,” up-to-date, detailed information on 
the production of this crop for canning. Varieties are recom- 
mended, the best methods of seedbed preparation and plant 
propagation are discussed, fertilizer requirements to meet 
New Jersey conditions are given, and methods for control 
of diseases and insects are included. Several pages of this 
publication contain information on contracting for cannery 
tomatoes by grade. Copies will be sent to members upon 
request directed to the Association's Raw Products Bureau. 
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